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The CD is the sixth released by Hickory Project, a progressive, new acoustic, bluegrass, old-time, jazzinfluenced band from the Pennsylvania area. Their hallmarks for this CD are a high degree of instrumental proficiency, lots of original material, and, in spite of generally sticking to bluegrass instruments, a strong inclination to head off in a number of musical directions, especially the one that thirty years ago was termed newgrass. They can do traditional bluegrass ("Travelin' On"), uptempo bluesy numbers ("Satisfaction Guaranteed"), heart-songs ("Songbird," "So High," and a slow version of Shawn Colvin's "I Don't Know Why"), improvisations on a theme at 90 mph ("Bangers And Mash"), ballads about seafaring tragedy ("The Teazer"), oldtime tunes with both frailed banjo and progressive twists ("Markell Breakdown"), and bluesy pop acoustic experimentation ("Look Around").


The nice thing is that this band has the instrumental versatility to pull this off. Between Anthony Hannigan's mandolin, Sue Cunningham's fiddle, and David Cavage's banjo, with strong support by the rest (Danny Shipe on guitar and Steve Belcher on bass), the band gives good definition and a strong individual stamp to each cut. It will take a fairly open mind (dare we say one which allows a lot of leeway with melodic interpretations) to appreciate what is offered here, and not every cut is memorable, but there is certainly variety and instrumental fireworks, and it is all generally quite well done. The vocals are pleasant, if not outstanding (vocal harmonies sound intentionally loosely timed at points, which is a little foreign to bluegrass ears). Of the nine original compositions, Anthony Hannigan had a hand in six, and Danny Shipe penned four. This band has a lot to offer in many different musical arenas, and they do it quite well. (Hickory Productions, P.O. Box 12, Wellsboro, PA, 16901 or, www.hickoryproject.com.)AW

