[image: image1.jpg]HICKORY PROJECT
BIGDARBY

Hickory Productions
HP1004

Big Darby

Founded by Winfield-winning mandolinist
Anthony Hannigan, i's no surprise that “Big
Darby” displays more than ample instrumental
chops. From the opening tile cut, it's obvious this
isaband with huge firepower atts disposal. Banjo
player David Cavage throws down bold licks with
abel-like tone and a fearless improvisational style
that sounds like Béla Fleck with an attitude.
Fiddler Sue Cunningham, another Winfield
contest veteran, plays with a sure-handed
confidence and rich sound. And Hannigan himself
leaves no doubt why he's one of the best young
mandolinists around, peppering his solos with
style, speed, and soul

Vocally, the band takes a modem approach,
using vocal harmorniies to portray a rich tapestry of
human emotion in their songs. None of the
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[image: image2.jpg]members is an exceptionally gifted solo vocalist,
but together their ensemble sound works
beautifully. Cunningham displays a very deft,
bluesy singing style on "My Heart's In Carolina,”
that makes her one contemporary female
bluegrass vocalistwho definitely avoids sounding
like a clone of anyone else.

Given their highly impressive instrumental
abilities, no one would be surprised that 12 of the
14 tunes here are originals. What is surprising is
that virtually every tune stands up to repeated
listening as a thoughtful, well-crafted melody.
Cavage’s “The Duckling”is an elegant, expressive
tune, and “Breakfast In Sydney’ gives everyone
the chance to show off some seriously beautiful
chops.

The Hickory Project embodies much of what
carries the best of bluegrass and progressive
acoustic music into the 21st century. Striking
instrumental skills, crisp, effective singing, and a
bushel basket of good original songs help “Big
Darby’ rise to thetop of curfent releases. (Hickory
Productions, P.O. Box 12, Wellsboro, PA 16901,
<www._hickoryproject.com>.)DJM
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