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This year has been a great year for the mandolin. From Bluegrass to Jazz to Choro to Classical, there have been great performances and great recordings. CoMando has had the pleasure of hosting many of the mandolin greats through the CoMando Guest of the Week Series, started by Glenn Bradford. This Best of 2003 lists the mando recordings and events that deserve special recognition. This list is not intended to favor one artist or event over another. These lists are compiled from responses from the CoMando discussion list. The lists are in random order. We'll leave it to you to pick your favorite.

Best Bluegrass Recordings

David Grisman & Friends - Life of Sorrow
Rhonda Vincent - One Step Ahead
Alison Krauss & Union Station - Live
The Del McCoury Band - It's Just the Night
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder - Live at the Charleston Music Hall
Ronnie Bowman - Starting Over
The Gibson Brothers - Bona Fide
Andy Leftwich - Ride

Best Jazz Recordings (featuring mando)

Django's Cadillac - Django's Cadillac
Harmonious Wail - Gypsy Swing
John Carlini Quartet - The Game's Afoot!
The Jazz Mandolin Project - Jungle Tango

Best Choro Recordings

Rio Trio - Rio Trio
Marilynn Mair - Nadando em Luz / Swimming in Light
Mike Marshall & Jovino Santos Neto - Serenata
Hamilton de Holanda - Velas
David Ray - Agradecido

Best Classical Recordings (featuring mando)

Marilynn Mair - The Mandolin in the 18th Century
Butch Baldassari - The Mandolin Tribute to Andrea Bocelli
Duetto Giocondo - Music for Mandolin & Guitar

Best Folk Recordings (featuring mando)

Tony Williamson - Sessions at McBane Mill

Best Celtic Recordings (featuring mando)

Round the House: Till the Wee Hours

CD of the Year

Mike Marshall & Chris Thile - Into the Cauldron
Mark O'Connor - Thirty-Year Retrospective
Emmylou Harris - Stumble into Grace
Sam Bush & David Grisman - Hold On, We're Strummin'
Hickory Project - Big Darby

Best Mando Players

Chris Thile
Mike Compton
Mike Marshall
David Grisman
Don Steirnberg
Ricky Skaggs
Anthony Hannigan

Best Mando Groups (any group featuring mando as lead instrument)

Nickel Creek
Del McCoury Band
Uptown Mandolin Quartet
Mark Daly - Connections
Ricky Skaggs & Kentucky Thunder
Sam Bush Band 
Hickory Project
Mike Marshall & Chris Thile

Best Mando Duo

Sam Bush & David Grisman - Hold On, We're Strummin'
Mike Marshall & Chris Thile - Into the Cauldron

Best Builders

Gilchrist
Nugget
Peter Coombe
Will Kimble
Gibson
Lynn Dudenbostel
Rigel
Taku Sakashta, Unicorn and Mustang

Best Modern Mandolin

Mike Stangeland's Dudenbostel #22

Best Festivals

MerleFest
Bean Blossom
Winfield (Walnut Valley Festival)
Mandofest

Mando Event of the Year

CoMando Guest of the Week Series
The Sam Bush/David Grisman collaboration
Mandofest
Jam at Gary Hedrick's 
CMSA Convention, San Diego

Best Mando Accessories

Calton case
One Peice Maple Bridge
IntelliTouch Tuner
Arm Rest
Tone Guard
Mandolin Peg Winders -- Dick Vincent
Pegasus case
EXP strings

Best CGOWs

Marilynn Mair
Mike Compton
Don Steirnberg
Children's Mandolin Roundtable
    Sierra Hull
    Josh Pinkham
    Scott Gates
    Sarah Jarosz
    Jacob Henry Jolliff

Best Mando Instructors (private lessons)

Don Stiernberg
Bruce Graybill

Best Mando Workshops

Mike Compton--Columbus IN
Don Steirnberg
Evan Marshall (Mandofest)
Kaufman Acoustic Kamp
Anthony Hannigan

Best Mando Videos

Chris Thile DVD
The Hershel Sizemore Actutab DVD
ACL 81 w/ Gimble, Jethro, Moore, also Grisman
Hamilton de Holanda at Club de Choro, Brasilia (from Brazilian TV--privately circulated, incredible playing)

Best Mando Web Sites

Mandolin Cafe
Co-Mando.com

Best Repair web site

www.frets.com

Best Magazine

Mandolin Magazine

Best Music Theory Resource

August Watters

Best Boy

The CoMando Commisar [Glenn Bradford]
Chris Thile
Ricky Skaggs
Josh Pinkham 

Best Girl

Marilynn Mair
Rhonda Vincent
Sierra Hull
Natalie Maines (Dixie Chicks)
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